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SUBJECT: FLARE-UP IN THE COAL INDUSTRY 

SUMMARY - A FLARE-UP IN THE COAL INDUSTRY HAS RESULTED 
FROM A DECISION BY THE NATIONAL COAL BOARD TO CLOSE DOWN 
AN UNPRODUCTITE MINE IN DERBYSHIRE. THE NUM EXECUTIVE BY 
A NARROW VOTE OF 1 1 TO 10 DECIDED IN FAVOR OF AN OVERTIME 
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CINDS ITS DECISION. END SUMMARY 

1 . IOE GORMLEY. THE NUM PRESIDENT, SAID HE WAS "BROWNED 
OFF AND DISGUSTED" OVER THE VOTE. HE CALLED IT A "FIASCO" 
AND INDICATED THAT MICK MCGAHEY, THE COMMUNIST VICE-PRE- 
SIDENT, WAS ALSO AGAINST THE BAN EVEN THOUGH THE LATTER 
MERELY ABSTAINED DURING THE VOTE. THE ISSUE HAS BEEN 
SIMMERING FOR SEVERAL MONTHS AS A RESULT OF THE NCB'S DE- 
CISION TO CLOSE AN UNPRODUCTIVE PIT AT LANGWITH. DERBY- 
SHIRE. THE WORKERS AT LANGWITH ARE INSISTING THAT THE 
NCB OPEN UP A NEW SEAM IN THE AREA. BUT THE BOARD MAIN 
TAINS THAT THIS WOULD BE DANGEROUS AND UNECONOMIC. (900 
JOBS ARE EXPECTED TO BE PHASED OUT AT THE COLLIERY, BUT 
THE WORKERS APE TO BE TRANSFERRED TO NEARBY PITS.) 

2. GORMLEY HAS EXPLAINED THAT THE PRECIPITOUS ACTION BY 
THE NUM TO BAN OVERTIME MAY BE DUE TO A FEAR ON THE PART 
OF SEVERAL LEADERS THAT THE CLOSURE AT LANGWITH IS IN- 
TENDED AS THE BEGINNING OF A SERIES OF CLOSURES SIMILAR 
TO THOSE WHICH OCCURRED DURING THE 1960 S. THE REACTION 
IN OTHER MINING AREAS TO THE CALL FOR AN OVERTIME BAN IS 
RATHER VARIED, HOWEVER. AND SOME MINERS ALREADY ARE PRO- 
TESTING THE NUM DECISION. COAL STOCKS ARE HIGHER NOW 
THAN THEY HAVE BEEN FOR SEVERAL YEARS. WITH 29.5 MILLION 
TONS STOCKED AT THIS POINT IN CONTRAST TO 21 MILLION TONS 
AT THE SAME TIME LAST YEAR. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE THE MOOD OF THE MINERS IS RATHER 
LESS MILITANT THAN IT WAS DURING RECENT MAJOR STRIKES IN 
THE COAL INDUSTRY, VOTE UNDERSCORES AGAIN HOW VOLATILE 
THE MINERS' UNION IS. (THIS FLARE-UP HAS OCCURRED IN THE 
WAKE OF A DECISION VERY RECENTLY BY THE NUM TO ACCEPT THE 
6 POUND WAGE SETTLEMENT.) THE OVERTIME BAN MAY BE SEEN 
SIMPLY AS AN ABERRATION AND, HOPEFULLY, WILL BE RESOLVED 
SOON, BUT IT DOES SERVE AS A WARNING TO OBSERVERS HERE 

TO BE CAUTIOUS IN PREDICTING TRADE UNION BEHAVIOR. (THIS 
IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT IN ASSESSING THE VITAL QUESTION 
OF HOW TUC UNIONS WILL HANDLE THE NEXT AND VERY CRUCIAL 
WAGE ROUND.) 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 LONDON 02401 131919Z 

MILLER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COAL, LABOR RELATIONS, CLOSURE OF OFFICES, BUSINESS LOSSES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976LONDON02401 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760057-0057 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9760251 /aaaabsnw.tel 

Line Count: 108 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: housmasa 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 JUL 2004 by oatisao>; APPROVED <06 OCT 2004 by housmasa> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FLARE-UP IN THE COAL INDUSTRY SUMMARY - A FLARE-UP IN THE COAL INDUSTRY HAS RESULTED 
TAGS: ELAB, EMIN, UK, NATIONAL COAL BOARD 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



